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take in beſtowing your Com- 
mands ſo unprofitably, unleſs it 
be that for which Nature ſome- 

I) times cheriſhes and allows Mon- 
ſters, The love of Variety. This 
only delight you will receive by 
turning over this rude and unpoliſht Copy, and 
comparing it with my excellent Patterns, the 
Greek and Latin. By this you will ſee how much a 
noble Subje& is changed and disfigured by an ill 
hand, and what reaſon Alexander had to forbid his 
Pifture to be drawn but by ſome celebrated Pen- 
cil; In Greek Thucydides ſo well and ſo lively ex- 
preſſes it, that I know not which is more a Poem, 
his deſcription, or that of Zucretize, Though ic 
muſt be ſaid, that the H/forian had a vaſt advan- 
tage over the Poet, He having been preſent on 
the place, and aſſaulted by the diſeaſe himſelf, 
had the horrour familiar to his Eyes, and all the 
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ſhapes of the miſery ſtill remaining on his mind, 
which muſt needs make a great impreſhon on his 
Pen and Fancy. Whereas the Poet was forced to 
allow his foot-ſteps, and only work on that mat- 
ter he allowed him. This I ſpeak, becauſe it may 
in ſome meaſure too excuſe my own defects : For 
being ſo far removed from the place whereon the 
diſeaſe ated his Tragedy ; and time having de- 
nied us many of the Circumſtances, Cuſtoms of 
the Country, and other ſmall things which would 
be of great uſe to any one-zvho did intend to be 
perfect on the Subje&, beſides, only writing by 
an /dez of that which I never yet ſaw, nor care 
to feel, ( being not of the humour of the Pain- 
ter in Sir Philip Sidney, who thruſt himſelf into 
the midſt of a Fight, that he might the ber- 
ter delineate it. ) Having, I ſay, all theſe 
diſadvantages, and many more, for which I muſt 
only blame my ſelf, it cannot be expected that T 
ſhould come near equalling him, in whom none of 
the contrary advantages were wanting. Thas 
then, Sir,by emboidning me to this raſh attempt, 
you have given opportunity to the Greek and La- 
zine to triumph over our other Tongue, Yet I 
would not have the honour of the Countries or 
Languages engaged in the compariſon, bur that 
fhe inequality ſhould reach no farther than the 
Authors. But Ihave much reaſon to fear the juſt 
indignation of that excellent Perſon, ( the pre- 
ſent Ornament and Honour cf our Nation ) 
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whoſe way of writing I imitate : for he may 
think himſelf as much injured by my following 
him, as were the Heavens by that bold man's 
counterfeiting the ſacred and unimirable noiſe of 
Thunder by the ſound of Braſs and Horſes hoofs. 
I ſhall only ſay for my ſelf, that I rook Cirero's 
advice, who bids us in imitation propoſe the No- 
bleſt pattern to our thoughts, for ſo we may be 
{ure to be raiſed above the common Level,though 
we come infinitely ſhort of what we aim at, Yet 
] hope that renowned Poet will have none of my 
Crimes any way refle& on himlelf ; for it was not 
any fault in the excellent Muſician,that the weak 
Bird, indeavouring by ſtraining its throat, to fol- 
Jow his Notes, deſtroyed her ſelf in the Attempr. 

Well, Sir, by this, that. I have choſen rather to 

expole my (elf than be diſobedient, you may 

oueſs with what zeal and hazard I ſtrive to ap- 

prove my ſelf, 


SIR, 
Your moſt Humble and 
Aﬀe (honate Servant, 


T no, SPRAK 
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Trucypipes, Lib. 2. 
As itis excellently Tranſlated by Mr. Hobbs. 


m4 the very beginning of Summer, the Pe- 
2Z loponneſians, and their Confederates, 
with two thirds of their Forces, as before, 
invaded Attica, under the Conduit of Ar- 
chidamus, the Som of Leuxidamas, 
King of Lacedzmon, and after they had encamped 
themſelves, waſted the Country about ther. 

They had not been many days in Attica, when the 
Plague firſt began among ſt the Athenians, ſaid alſo to 
have ſeized formerly on divers other parts, as about 
Lemnos, and elſewbere , but ſo great a Plagne, and 
Mortality of men was never remembred to have hapned 
in any place before, For at firſt, neither were the Phyſt- 
cians able to cure it, through ignorance of what it was, 
but aicd faſteſt themſelves, as being the men that moſt 
approached the fuck 5 nor any other Art of man availed 
whatſoever, All ſupplications to the Gods, and enqui- 
riesof Oracles, and whatſoever other means they uſed 
of that kind, proved all unprofitable , inſomuch as ſub- 
durd with the greatneſs of the evil, they gave them all 
over. It began ( by report ) firſt, in that part of Athio- 
pia that lreth upon Egypt, and thence fell down into 
Xgypt and Aﬀrick, and into the greateſt part of the 
Territories of the King. It invaded Athens on 4 ſudden, 
and touched firſt upon thoſe that _ inPyraxus, inſo- 
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much as they reported that the Peloponnefſians had caſt 
Poyſor into their wells ; for Springs there were not any 
zu that place. But afterwards it came #p into the High 
City, ana then they died a great deal faſter. Now let 
every man, Phyſician, or other, concerning the ground of 
thu ſickneſs, whence it ſprung, and what cauſes he thinks 
able to produce ſo great an alteration, ſpeak according to 
his own knowledge ; for thy own part, 1 will deliver but 
the manner of it, and lay open only ſuch things, as one 
may take bis Mark by, to diſcover the ſame if it come 
again, having been both fick of it my ſelf, and ſeen 
others ſick of the ſame. Thu year, by confeſſion of a{l 
men, nas of all other, for other aiſcaſes, moſt free and 
healthful. If any mar were ſick before, hu atſeaſe turn- 
ed to thu; if not, yet ſuddenly, without any apearent 
cauſe preceaing, ana being in perfect bealth, they were 
taken firſt with an extreme ache in their Heads, reaneſs 


and inflammation of the Eyes ; ava then tnwaraly theiz ' 


Throats and Tongues grew preſently bloudy, ard their 
breath noyſom and unſavoury. Vpor th followed a ſnee- 
zing and hoarſneſs, and uot long after, the pain, trgcther 
with a mighty Cough, came down into the breaſk, And 
when once it was ſetled in the Stomach, it cauſed vomit, 
. and with great torment came up all manner of bilious 
purgation that Phyſicians ever named. Moſt of them had 
alſo the Hickyexe, which brought with it a ſ{rong Con- 
wulſion, ana in ſome ceaſed quickly, but in others was long 
vefore it 0ave over. Their beates outwardly to the touch, 
were uother wer 3 hot, nor pale, but yed eſp, livid.and be- 
fowrea with little Pimples and Whelks , but ſo burned 
tawaraly, 
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inwardly, as not to endure any the lighteſt clhaths or lin- 
nen garment to be upon them, nor any thing but meer 
nakedneſs, but rather, moſt will:ygly to have caſt them- 
ſelves into the cola water. And many of them that were 
not looked to, poſſeſſed with inſatiate thirſt, ran unto the 
wells ; and to drink much, or little, was indifferent, be- 
ing fil from eaſe and power to ſleep a3 far as ever. As 
= as the diſeaſe was at the height, their bodies waſted 
not, bat reſiſted the torment beyond all expectation, inſo- 
much as the moſt of them either died of their inward 
burning in nine or ſeven days, whilſt they had yet 
firength, or if they eſcaped that, then the diſeaſe falling 
aown into their bellies, ana cauſing there preat exulce- 
rations and immouaerate looſmeſs, they died many of them 
afterwards throuzh weakneſs : For the diſeaſe ( which 
took firf? the bead ) began above, and came down, and paſ- 
ſea through the whole body: and he that overcame the 
worſt of it, was yet marked with the loſs of his extreme 
parts; for breaking out buth at their Privy members , 
aud at their Fingers and Toes, many with the loſs of theſe 
eſcaped, T here were alſo ſome that loſt their Eyes, and 
Many that preſently upon their recovery were taken with 
ſuch an ob{iyion of all thing s whatſoever, as they neither 
knew themſelves ner their acquaintance. For this was a 
kiaa of | ckueſs which far {urmounted all expreſſt on of 
woras, and both exceeaed Humane V ature, inthe cruet- 
ty wheyewith it handled each one, and appeared alſo 
etherwiſe to be none of thoſe diſea ſes that are bred among ſt 
ts, and that eſp. cially by thu. For all, both Birds and 
Beaſts, that uſe to feed on Humane fl:ſh, thouzh many 
men 
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men lay abroad unburied, either came mot at them, or | 
zaſiing periſhed . An Argument whereof as touching the | 


Birds, « the manifeſt acfect of ſuch Fowl, which were 
not then ſeen, neither about the Carkaſſes, or any where 
elſe ; but by the Dogs, becauſe they are familiar with 


Men, thu effett was ſeen much clearer. So that this Diſ- | 
eaſe ( to paſs over many ſtrange particulars of the acci- || 
dents that ſome had differently from others ) was in gene | al 


ral ſach as I have ſhewn ; and for other uſual ſickneſſes, 
at that time, no man was troubled with any, Now they 
died, ſome for want of attendance, and ſome again with 
allthe care aud Phylick that could be uſed. Nor was 
there any, to ſay, certain Medicine, that applied muſt 
have helped them ; for if it did good to one, it did harm 
to another ; nor any difference of Body for ſtrength or 
weakneſs that was able to reſiſt it , but it carried all 


eway what Phyſick ſoever was adminiſtred. But the | 


greateſt miſery of all was the dejedtion of Mind, in ſuch | 


as found themſelves beginning to be ſick, ( for they grew 
preſently deſperate, and gave themſelves over without 
making any reſiſtance ) as alſo their dying thus like 
Sheep, infefted by mutual viſitation : For if men for- 
bore to viſit them for feare, then they died forlorn, 
whereby many Families became empty, for want of ſuch 
a ſhould take care of them, If they forbore not, then 
they died themſelves, and principally the honeſteſt men. 
For out of ſhame they would not ſpare themſelves, but 
went in unte their Frienas, eſpecially after it was come 
to thu paſs, that even their Donseſticks wearied with 
the Lamentations of them that died, and overcome with 
the 


Q == 


ws 


%, — I fd >} %. 


Mn 2 


wy 0 To 9 WW 


"S bed. Re Iu 


5] 


I the greatneſs of the Calamity, were no longer moved 
I therewith, But thoſe that were recovered, had much 
compaſſion both on them that died, and on them that lay 
fick, as having both known the miſery themſelves, and 
| pow 120 more ſubjet# to the like danger : For thus diſeaſe 
| never took any man the ſecond time ſo as to be mortal. 
1 And theſe men were both by others counted happy,and they 
* alſo themſelves, through exceſs of preſent joy, conceived 
: a kind of light hope, never to die of any other ſickneſs 
" hereafter, Beſides the preſent affliftion, the reception of 


| ; X 
* the Country People, and of their Subſtance into the City, 


) 


| oppreſſed both them, and much more the people them- 
7 ſelves that ſocame in, For having no Honſes, but awel- 
" ling at that time of the year in ſtifling Booths, the Mor- 
' tality was now without all form; and dying-men lay 


| tumbling one upon another in the ſtreets, und men half 


: dead about every Conduit through deſire of water, The 
+ Temples alſo where they dwelt in Tents, were all full 
of the dead that died within them z, for oppreſſed with 
the violence of the Calamity,and not knowing what to do, 
Mengrew careleſs, both of Holy and Prophane things 
alike. And the Laws which they formerly uſed touching 
Funerals,were all now broken ; every one burying where 
he could find room, And many for want of things neceſ» 
| ſary, after ſo many deaths before,were forced to become 
impudent in the Funerals of their Friends, Foy when 
one had made a Funeral Pile, another gettins before 
him, would throw on hu dead, and give it fire. And 


when one was in burning, another would come, and ha- 


| Ving caſt thereon him whom he carried, go his way again. 


nd 
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And the great licentiouſnweſs, which alſo in other kinds 
was uſed in the City, began at firſt from thus diſeaſe. For 
that which a man before would diſſemble,and not acknow- 
ledge to be done for voluptuouſneſs, he durſt now ao free- 
ly, ſeeins before hu Eyes ſuch quick revolution, of the 
Rich dying, and men worth nothing inheriting their 
Eſtates ; inſomuch as they juſtified a ſpeeay ſruition of / 
their goods, even for their pleaſure, as Men that thought | 
tbey held their Lives but by the day. As for pains, no | 
man was forward in any ation of Honour, to take any, | 
becauſe they thoug ht it uncertain whether they ſhould die 
or not before they atchievedit. But what any man knew 
to be delightful, and to be profitable to pleaſure, that w.s 
made both profitable and honourable. Neither the fear of YO 
- the Gods, nor Laws of men, awed any man, Not the 
former, becauſe they concluded it was alike to worſhip or | 
not worſhip, from ſeeing that alike they all periſhed : Nor || A 
the latter, becauſe no man expetted that his life would 
laſt till he received puniſhment of his Crimes by Tnag- 
ment. But they thought there was now over their heads 
ſome far greater Fudgment arcreed againſt them; before 
which fell, they thouzht to enjoy ſome little part of their 
Lives 
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ze Nnappy Man ! by nature made to {way, 
w And yet is every Creatures prey, 


2s EDeſtroy'd by thoſe that ſhould his power obey. 
of RO! the whole World we call Man-kind the Lords, 


Je Flatt'ring our ſelves with mighty words g 
w \ Ot all things we the Monarchs are, 

7 | Andſo werule, and ſo we domineer ; 

a All Creatures elſe about us Rand 


- Like ſome Pretorian Band, 
s To guard, to help, and to defend ; 
e Yer they ſometimes prove Enemies, 
4 Sometimes againſt us rile ; 
Our very Guards rebel, and ryrann 1ZC: 
Thouſand Diſeaſes ſent by Fate, 
| (Unhappy Servants 1) on us wait; 
| A thouſand Treacheries within 
Are laid weak Lite to win ; 
Huge Troops of Maladics withour, 
(A grim, a meager, and a dreadful rout: ) 
50me formal yieges make, 
And wich ſure ſlowneſs do our Bodies take . 
Some 
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Some with quick violence ſtorm the Town, 
And all in a moment down : 
Some one peculiar Fort aflail, 
Some by general attempt prevail. 
Small Herbs, alas,can only. us relieve, 
And {mall is the aſſiſtance they can give ; 
How can the fading Oi-ſpring of the Field 
Sure health and ſuccour yield ? 
What ſtrong and cercain remedy ? | 
What firm and laſting life can ours be ? (dic ?f 
When that which makes us live, doth eviry Winterþ 


II. 


Nor is this all, we do not only breed 
Within our ſelves the fatal ſeed 
Of change, and of decreale inev'ry part, 
Head, Belly, Stomach, and Root of Life the Heart, 
Not only have our Autumn,when we muſt 
Of our own Nature turn to Duſt, 
When leaves and fruit muſt fall ; 
But are expos'd to mighty Tempeſts too, 
| Which do at once what that would ſlowly do, | 
Which throw down Fruit and Tree of Life withal. | 
From ruine we 1n vain 
Our bodies by repair maintain, 
Bodies compos'd of ſtuff, 
Mouldring and frail enough ; \ 
Yet from without as well we fear 
A dangerous and deſtrutiul War, 


From 
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From Heaven, from Earth, from Sea, from Air. 
We like the Roman Empire ſhould decay, 
And our own force would melt away 
By the inteſtine jar 
Of Elephants, which on each other prey, 
The Ceſars and the Pompeys which within we bear : 
Yet are ( like that ) in danger roo 
Of forreign Armies, and external foe, 
} Sometimes the Gotbiſh and the barbarous rage 
Of Plague or Peſtilence, attends Mans age, 
Which neither Force nor Arts aflwage; 
* Which cannot be avoided, or withſtood, 
| But drowns, and over-runs with unexpected Flood. 
| III. 
On eAthiopia, and the Southern ſands, 
The untrequented Coaſts,and parched Lands, 
Vhither the Sun too kind a heat doth ſend, 
| (The Sun, which the worſt Neighbour is, and the beſt 
Hither a mortal influence came, ( Friend) 
A fatal and unhappy flame, 
; Kindled by Heavens angry beam. 
{ With dreadful frowns the Heavens ſcattered here 
| Cruel infe&tious heats into the Air, 
' Nowall their ſtores of poyſon ſent, 
Threatning at once a general doom, 
Lavithr out all their hate, and meant 
| In future Ages to be innocenr, 
Not to diſturb the World for many years to comes. 
Hold ! Heavens hold !Why ſhould your ſacred 
Which doth to all things Life inſpire, (Fire, 
qo By 


[16] 
By whoſe kind beams you bring 
Each year on every thing, 
A new and glorious Spring, 
Which doth th* Original bed 
Of all things in the womb of Earth that breed, 
With vital hear and quick'ning tecd, 
Why ſhould you now thac here wmploy, z 
The «ry the Air, the F icIds, the Cities to annoy ? | : 
That which before reviv'd,:vhy thould it nov deſtroy? | 


IV. 
( grown, Þ 
Thoſe arid Deſarts ſtrait were double Deſarts | 
The ray "nous Beaſts were lett alone, 
The vav'nous bealts then firſt began 
To pity their od enemy Man, © ( have done. 
And blam'd thePlague forwhar theywould themſelves 
Nor ſtay d the cruel evil there, 
Nor could - long confin'd unto one Air, 
Plagues preſencly forſake 
The Wilderneſs which they themſelves do make : | 
Away the deadly breaths their journey take, 
Driven by a mighty wind, 
They a new booty and freſh forrage find, | 
The loaded wind went ſwittly ons 
And as it paſt was heard to figh and groan. 
On egypt next it ſeized, 
Nor could but by a general ruine be appeas'd, 
e/Z2ypt in rage back on the South did look, (ſtroke, 
And wondred thence ſhould come th unhappy | 
From 


OO 
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From whence before her fruirfulneſs ſhe took. 
Egypt did now curſe and revile 
Thoſe very Lands ſcom whence ſhe has her Niue ; 
Eg ypt now fear'd another Hebrew God, 
Another Angels Hand, a ſecond Aarons Rod, 


Y. 


Then on ir goes, and through the Sacred Land 
Irs angry Forces did command, 
But God did place an Angel there, 
Its violence to withſtand, 
And turn into another road the putrid Air, 
To Tyre it came, and there did all devour, 
Though that by Seas might think ic felt ſecure : 
Nor ſtaid, as the great Conquerours did, 
Till ir had fill'd and ſtopt the tide, 
| Which did it from the ſhore divide, 
But paſt the waters, and did all pofleſs, 
And quickly all was wilderneſs. 
Thence it did Perſia over-run, 
And all that ſacrifice unto the Sun * 
In every Limb a dreadful pain they felr, 
| Tortur d with ſecret coals did melt : 
The Perſians call'd their Sun in vain, 
Their God increas'd the pain, 
They lookt up to their God no more, 
But curſe the beams they worſhipped betore, 
And hate the very fire which once they did adores 
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VI. 


_ Glutted with ruine of the Eaft, | 
ohe took her wings and down to Athens paſt ; | 
Juſt Plague 1 which doſtno parties take, 
But Greece as well as Perſia lack. 
While in unnatural quarrels they 
( Like Frogs and Mice ) each other (lay ; 
Thou in thy ravenous claws took't both away. 
Thither it came, and did deſtroy the Town, 
Whilſt all its Ships and Souldiers lookt upon : 
And now the 4fian Plague did more 
Than all the Afias Force could do betore. 
Without the Valls the Spartan Army ate, 
The Spartan Army came too Jate F 
For now there was no farther work for Fate. | 
They ſaw the City open lay, 
An caſie and a bootleſs prey ; 
They ſaw the Rampires empty ſtand, 
The Fleet, the Walls, the Forts unmann'd, 
No need of cruelty or flaughters now, | 
The Plague had finiſht what they came to do : i 
They might now unreſiſted enter there, 
Did they not the very Air, | 
More than th* Athenians tear. 3 
The Air itſelf ro them was Wall, and Bulwarks too« 


VII. | 
Unhappy Athens 1 it is true, thou wert 


The proudeſt workof Nature and of Art : 
Learning 


[13] | 
Learning and ſtrength did thee compoſe, 
As ſoul and body us : 
Bur yet thou only thence art made 
| A nobler prey for Fates r' invade. ; 
Thoſe mighty numbers that within thee breath, 
Do only ſerve to make afatter feaſt for Death. 
Death in the moſt frequented places lives, 
| Moſttribute from the croud receives 
And though it bears a ſigh, and ſeems ro own 
A ruſtick life alone : 
It loves no Wilderneſs, 
No fcattred Villages, 
But mighty populous Palaces, | 
The Throvg, the Tumulr, and the Town; _ 
What ſtrange, unheard-of Conquerour is this, 
Which by the Forces thar reſiſt ic doth increaſe ! 
When otherConquerours are 
Obliged ro make a {lower War, 
Nay, ſometimes for themſelves may ſear, 
And muſt proceed with watch'iul cares 
When thicker troops of enemies appear ; 
This ſtronger ſtill, and more ſucceſsful grows, 
Down ſooner all before it throws, 
If greater multitudes of men do it oppole. 


MY 


ON 


VIII, 


The Tyrant firſt the Heavendid ſubdue; 
Lately the Athenians ( ir knew ) 
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Themſelves by woodden VWalls did ſave, 
And therefore firſt to them th' infetion gave, 
Leſt they new ſuccour thence receive. 
Cruel P3rews ! now thou haſt undone, 
The honour thou before hadſt won : 
Not all thy Merchandize, 
Thy Wealth, thy Treaſuries, 
Which from all Coaſts thy Fleer ſupplics, 
Can to atore this crime ſuſhice. 
' Next o're the upper Town it ſpread, 
With mad and undiſcerned ſpeed 
In every corner, every ltreer, 
Without a guide did ſer its feer, 
And too familiar every houſe didgreet. 
Unhappy Greece of Greece ! great Theſeus now 
Did thee a mortal injury do, 
When firſt in Walls he did thee cloſe, 
When firſt he did thy Cities reduce, 
Houſes, and Government, and Laws to uſe. 
It had been better if thy People (til 
Diſperſed in ſome field, or hill, 
Though Salvage, and undiſciplin'd did dwell, 
Though barbarous, untame, and rude, 
Than by-their numbers thus to beſubdu'd ; 
To be by their own (warms annoy'd, 
And to be civilized only to be deſtroy'd. 


IX, 
Minerva ſtarted when ſhe heard the noiſe, 
And dying mens confuſed voice, 


From 
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From Heaven in haſt ſhe came .o ſee 
4 What was the mighty Prodigies 
| Uyon the Caſtle Pinacles the (ate, 
; And dar'd not nearer fly, 
| Nor mid(t ſo many deaths ro truſt her very Deity, 
With pitying look ſhe ſaw at every Gate 
' Death and deſtrudtion walt ; 
She wrung her hands, and call'd on Fove, 
And all the immortal Powers above z 
But though a Goddeſs now did pray, 
The Heavens refus'd, and turn'd their ear away. 
She brought her Olive, and her Shield, 
Neither of theſe Alas | afiſtance yield. 
Sie lookt upon Meauſaes face, 
\Was angry that ſhe was 
Her ſelf of an Immortal Race, 
Was angry that her Gorgoxs head 
Could not firike her as well as others dead ; 
She fate, and wept awhile, and then away ſhe fled. 


The - 

Now Death began her Sword to whet, 
Not all the Cyclops (wear, 

Nor Yulcaxs mighty Anvils could prepare 
Weapons enough for her, 

No Weapon large enough bur all the Air ; 
Men felt the heat within 'um rage, 
And hop'd the Air would it allage, 

| - Calldforits help, bur if Air did them deceive; - 

And aggravate the ills it ſhould relieve, 
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The Air no more was Vital now, 


Bur did a mortal poyſon grow z + 
The Lungs which us'd to tan the heart, L 
Only now ſerv'd tofire each parr, , [ 


Whaat ſhould refreſh increas'd the ſmart, 


And now their very breath, 
The chiefeſt ſign of life, turn'd the cauſe of death, 


XI. 


Upon the Head firſt the diſeaſe, 
As 2 bold Conquerour doth ſeize, | 
Begins with Mans Metropolis, 
vecur'd the Capitol, and then it knew 
It could ar pleaſure weaker parts ſubdues 
Bloud ſtarted through each eye ; 
The redneſs of that Skie, 
Foretold a tempeſt nigh. 
The Tongue did flow all ore 
With clotted Filth and Gore g 
As doth a Lions when ſome innocent prey ; 
He hath devoured and brought away : 
Hoarſeneſs and ſores the throat did fill, 
And ſtopt the paſſages of ſpeech and life 5 
No room was lett for groans or griet ; 
Too cruel and imperious il] 1 
Which not content to kill, 
With ryrannous and dreadful pain, 
Doſt take from men the very power to complain« 


XII. Then | 


— 
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q XII. 
. Then down it went into the breaſt, 
There all the ſeats and (hops of life polleſt, 
f Such noyſom ſmells from thence did come, 


Asif the ſtomach were a tomb x 
No food would there abide, 
Or if irdid, rurn'd to the enemies (ide, 
The very meat new poyſons to the Plazue {upply'd. 
Next to the heart the fires came, 
1: iearc did wonder what uſurping flame, 
What unknown Furnace (hou'd 
On its more natural heat intrude, 
Strait call dirs ſpirits up, bur found too well, 
It was too late now torebel, 
; The tainted bloud its courſe began, 
And carried death whereere it ran, 
4 That which before was Natures 'nobleſt Art, 
The Circulation from the heart, 
Was molt deſtructiul now, 
And Nature ſpeedier did undo, 
For that the ſooner did impart 
The poyſon and the ſmart, 
Tne infeftious bloud to every diſtant part» 


XIII. 


The belly felr at laſt irs ſhare, 
And all the (ubtil labyrinths there 


Of winding bowels did new Monſters bear. 
B 4 Here 
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Here ſeven days it rul'd and ſway dy 
And oftner kill'd becaule it death ſo long delay'd. 
Burt if through (trength and heat of age, 
The body overcame its rage, 
The Plague departed, as the Devil doth, 
When driven by Prayers away he goeth, 
If Prayers and Heaven do him controul, 
And it he cannot have the ſoul, 
Himſelf out of the root or window throws) 
And will not all his labour loſe, 
But takes away with him part of the houſe : 
0 here the vanquiſh'd evil rook from them 
Whoconquer'd it, ſome part, ſome limb z 
Some Joſt the uſe of hands, or eyes, 
Some arms, ſome legs, ſome thighs, 
Somme all their lives before forgot, 
Thcre minds were but one darker blot ; 
Thoſe various Pictures in the head, 
And all the numerous ſhapes were fled ; 
And now the ranſack'd memory 
Languiſh'd in naked poverty, 
Had loſt its mighty treaſury ; 
They paſt the Zezhe- Lake, although they did not die, 


XIV. 


Whatever Ifler MalagGies men had, 
They all gave place and vaniſhed; | 
Thoſe petty Tyrants fled, 

And at this mighty Conquerour ſhrunk their head, | 

Feavers, 
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Feavers, Agues, Pallics, Stone, 
Gour, Cholick, and Conſumption, 
And all the milder Generation, 
By which Mankind is by degrees undone, 
| Quickly were rooted out and gone z 
Men ſaw thenwlelves freed from the pain, 
Rejoyc d, bur all alas, in vain, 
'Twas an unhappy remedie, (ſooner die. 
hich cur'd um that they might both worſe and 


XV. 


Phyſicians now could nought prevail, 
They the firſt ſpoyls to the proud Victor fall, 
Nor would the Plague their knowledge truſt, 
But fear'd their skil, and therefore ſlew them firſt : 
So Tyrants when they would confirm their yoke, 
Firſt make the chieteſt men to feel the ſtroke, 
The chiefeſt and the wiſeſt heads, leſt they 
| Should ſooneſt diſobey, 
' Should firſtrebel,and others learn from them the way. 
4 No aid of herbs, or juyces power, 
. None of Apolly's art could cure, 
But helpr the Plague the ſpeedier to devour. 
Phylick it ſelf was a diſeaſe, 
Phyſick the fatal cortures did increaſe, 
Preſcriptions did the pains renew, 
And e/Afſculapins to the ſick did come, 
As afterwards to Rowe, 
In form of Serpent,brought new poylons with him too; 
| | XVI. The 
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XVI. 


The ſtreams did wonder, that ſo ſoon 
As they were from their Native Mountains gone, 
They ſaw themſelves drunk up, and fear ! 
Another Xerxes Army near. 
Some calt into the pit the Urn, 
And drink ir dry at its return : 
| Again they drew, again they drank 
Art firſt the coolneſs of the ftream did thank, (burn; 
Bur ftrair the more were ſcorch'd, the more did | 
And drunk with water in their drinking ſank: | 
Thar Urn which now toquench their thirſt they uſe, ' 
Shortly their aſhes thall incloſc. 
Others into the Chryſtal brook, 
With faint and wondring eyes did look, . 
Saw what a ghaſtly ſhape themſelves had took, 
Away they would have fled, but them their legs for- | 
| Some ſnatch'd the waters up, (ſook. | 
Their hands, their mouths the cup ; 
They drunk, and found they flam'd the more, 
t Andonly added to the burning ſtore. 
So have I ſeen on Lime cold water thrown, 
Strait all was to a Ferment grown, 
And hidden ſeeds of fire together run : 
The heap was calm, and temperate befere, 
Such as the Finger could indure g 
Bur when the moiſtures it provoke, 
Did rage, did [well, did ſmoke, (broke. 
Did move, and flame, and burn, and ſtrait to aſhes 
XVII. So 
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XVII. 


So ſtrong the heat,ſo ſtrong the torments were, 
They like ſome mighty burden bear 
| The lighteſt covering of Air. 
All Sexes and all Ages do invade 
The bounds which Nature laid, | 
The Laws of modeſty which Nature made, 
The Virgins bluſh nor, yer uncloath'd appear, 
Undreſs'd do run about, yet never fear. 
The pain and the diſeaſe did now 
| Unwillingly reduce men to 
| That nakedneſs once more, 
Which perfe& health and innocence caus'd before. 
No fleep, no peace, noreſt, 
Their wandring and affrighted minds poſſeſt ; 
Upon their ſouls and eyes, 
Hell and Eternal horrour lies, 
Unuſual ſhapes, and Imagies, 
Dark Pictures, and reſemblances 
Of things to come, and of the World below, 
O're their diſtemper'd fancies go : 
Sometimes they curſe, ſometimes they pray unto 
The Gods above, the Gods beneath | 
Sometimes they cruelcies, and fury breath, 
Not ſleep, but waking now was ſiſter unto deaths 


XVIII. 
Scattered in Fields the Bodies lay, 
The earth call'd to the Fowls to take their Fleſh aways. 
| In 
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In vain ſhe call'd, they come not nigh, (buy, 
Nor would their food with their own rutne 
Bur at full meals, they hunger, pine and die. 
The Vultures afar off did ſee the feaſt, 
Rejoyc'd, and call'd their friends to tafte, 
They rallied up their troops in haſte, 
Along came mighty droves, 
Forſook their young ones,and their groves, 
Each one his native mountain and his neſt $ 
They come, bur all their Carkaſles abbor, 
And now avoid the dead men more 
Tian weaker birds did living men before. 
Burt it ſome bolder Fowls the fleſh aflay, 
They were deſtroy'd by their own prey, 
Tae Dog no longer bark'd at coming Gueſt, 
Repents it being a domeſtick Bealt, 
Did tothe Woods and Mountains haſte : 
The very Owls at Athers arc 
Bur ſeidom ſeen and rare, 
The Owls depart in open day, 
Rather than in infeted Ivy more to ltay. 


a 


Mountains of bones and Carkaſles, 

The Streets, the Market-place poſleſs, 
Threatning to raiſe a new Acropolis, 

Here lies a Mother and her Child, 

The Infant ſuck'd as yet, and (mil'd, 


But ſtrait by its own food was kill'd» 
There 


yo 
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There Parents hugg'd their Children laſt, 
Here parting Lovers laſt embrac'd, 
Bur yet not parting neither, 
They both expir'd and went away together. 
Here Pris'ners in the Dungeon die 
And gain a twofold liberty, 
They meet and thank their pains 
Which them from double chains 
Of body and of Iron free. 
Here others poylon'd by the ſcent 
Which from corrupted bodies went, 
Quickly return the death they did receive, 
And death to others give 
Themſelves now dead the air pollute the more, 
For which they others curs d before, 
Their bodics kill all that come near, 
Andeven after death they all are fmurderers here. 


XL. 

The Friend doth hear his Friends laſt cries, 
Parteth his grief for him, and dies, 
Lives not enough to cloſe his eyes. 

The Father at his death 

Speaks his Son Heir with an infeQtious breath ; 
In the ſame hour the Son doth take 
His Fathers VVill, and his own make. 
The Servant needs nor here be (lain, 

To ſerve his Maſter in the other world again 
They languiſhing together lie, 
Thcir ſouls away together flic 5 
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The Husband gaſpeth and his Wie lies by, 2 
Ir muſt be her turn next to die, F 
The Husband and the Wite 
Too truly now are one, and live one life. 
Thar couple which the Gods did entertain, 
Had made their Prayer here in vain ; 
No Fartes in death could then divide, ( dy'd. 
They muſt without their priviledge rogether both have 


XXI, 
There was no number now of death, 
The Siſters ſcarce ſtood ill rhemſelves to breath: 
The Siſters now quite wearied | 
In cutting ſingle thread, | 
Began at once to part whole Looms, | 
One ſiroke did give whole houſes dooms ; 
Now dy'd the froſty hairs, 
The Aged and Decrepid years, 
They tell, and only begg'd of Fate, 
Some few months more, but 'twas alas too lates 
Then Death, as if aſham'd of that, 
+ A Conqueſt ſo degenerate, 
Cur off the young and luſty too ; 
The young were reck'ning ore 
What happy days,what joys they had in ſtore ; 
But Fate, e're they had finiſh'd their account, them | 
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þ - * - The wretched Ulurer dyed, (flewe | 
And had no time totell where he his Treaſures hid, | 
The Merchant did behold | 


is Ships return with Spice and Gold ; 


| 
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> Þ He ſaw'r, and turn'd afide his head, 
Nor thank't the Gods,but fell amid his riches dead. 


j XXII. 


| The Meetings and Afemblies ceaſe, no more 
d, The people throng about the Orator, 
ve No courſe of Jaſtice did appear, 
No noiſe of Lawyers filF'd the car, 
The Senate caſt away 
The Robe of Honour, and obey 
Deaths more refiſtle(s [way, 
| Whilſt chat with DiQatorian power 
Doth all the great and lefler Officers devour, 
No Magiſtrates did walk about ; 
No Purple aw'd the rout, 
The Common people too 
A Purple of their own did (hew g 
And all their Bodies o're, 
The ruling colours bore, 
No Judge, no Legiſlators fir 
Since this new Draco came, 
And harſher Laws did frame, 
Laws that like his in bloud are wric, 
The Benches and the Pleading-place they leave, 
'Y Abour the ſtreets they run and rave: 
. The madneſs which Great Soloz did of late 
; Bur counterſeir 
For the advantage of the State, 


4} Now his Succeſlors do too truly imitates 
p XXII, Up 
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Up ſtarts the Souldier from his bed, q ( 
He, though Death's Servant, is not freed, 
Death him caſhier's, 'cauſe now his help ſhe did not 
He that ne're knew before to yield, ( nced. 
Or to give back or leave the Field, 
Would fain now from himlelt have fleds 
He ſnatcht his Sword now ruſted o're, 
Dreadful and ſparkling now no more, 
And thus 1n open ſtreets did roar : 
How have I Death ſo il] deſerv'd of thee, 
That now thy ſelf thou ſhould revenge on me 2? 
Have 1 ſo many lives on thee beſtow'd ? 
Have I the earth ſo often dy'd in bloud ? 
Have I to flatter thee ſo many (lain ? 
And muſt I now thy prey remain * 
Ler me art leaſt, if I muſt die, 
Meet in the Field ſome gallant eremy. 
Send Gods the Perſian Troops again z 
No, they're a baſe and degenerate train ; 
They by our Women may be (lain. 
Give me, great Heavens, ſome mantul foes, 
Ler me my death amidſt ſome valiant Grecians chooſe, 
Let me ſurvive to die at Syracnſe, | 
Where my dear Country (hall her Glory loſe 
For you Great Gods ! into my dying mind infuſe, 
What milſeries, what doom 
Muſt on my Athens ſhortly come : ? 
My Þ 


[27 ] 


My thoughts inſpir'd preſage 
Slaughcers and Bartels rothe coming Age ; 
Oh ! might I die upon that glorious ſtage : 
4; Oh that! bur then he graſp'd his Sword,and death con- 
( cludes his rage, 
It XXIV, 


Draw back, draw back thy Sword, O Fate ! 
Leſt thou repent when tis too late, 
Leſt by thy making now ſo great a waſte, 
By ſpending all Mankind upon one feaſt, 
Thou ſtarve thy (clt atlaſt: 

Vhat men wilt thou reſerve inſtore, 
Whom in the time to come thou _ devour 
When thou (halt have deſtroyed all bet ore ? 

Bur if thou wilt nor yet give v're, 
If yet thy greedy Stomach calls for more, 
If more remain whom thou muſt kill, 
And if thy Jaws are craving gill, 
Carry thy fury to the Scythian Coalts, 
The Northern Wildenels, and eternal Frofts 1 
Againſt thoſe barb'rous crouds thy Arryws w her; 
Where Arts and Laws are itrangers ets 
Where thou may kill, &yer the loſs will norbe greats 
N There rage, there ſpread, and there infect the Air, 
; Murder whole Towns and Families thi re, 
| Thy worlt againlt choſe Savage Nations dare, 
: Thoſe whom Mankind can ſp om, 
Thoſe whom Mankind it ſelf durn i. a. ; 
Amidſt that dreadful night, and fatal cu!d, 
y G T 1cre 
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There thou may'& walk unſeen, and bold, 

There let thy Flames their Empire hold. 
Unto the fartheſt Seas, and Natures ends, 
Where never Summers Sun irs beams extends, 

Carry thy plagues, thy pains, thy heats, 

Thy raging fires, thy torturing ſweats, 

Where never ray, or heat did come, 

They will rejoyce at ſuch a doom, 

They'l bleſs thy Peſtilential fire, : 

Though by it they expire, (ſume, - 

They 1 thank the very Flames with which they do cor- 


XXV. 
Then if that Banquet will not thee ſuffice, 
eek out new Lands where thou mayſt tyrannizez |, 
Search every Forreſt, every Hill, K 
And all that inthe hollow Mountains dyel! ; 
Thoſe wild and untame troops devour, 
Thereby thou wilt the reſt of men ſecure, 
And that the reſt of men will thank thee fors q | 
Ler all thoſe humane beaſts be (lain, 
Till ſcarce their memory remain ; 
Thy felt with that ignoble (laughter fill, 
*Twill be permitted thee thar bloud to ſpill. 
Meaſure the ruder world throughout, 
March all the Ocean ſhores abour, 
Only paſs by and ſpare the Britiſh 1ſles 
Go on, and (what Columbas Once (hall do, 
When days and time unto their ripeneſs grow) _ 
Find out new Lands, and unknown Countries too, |: 
Artempt | 
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Attempt thoſe Lands which yet are hid 
From all Mortality beſide : 

There thou maylt ſteal a victory, 

And none of this world hear the cry 
Of thoſe that by thy wounds ſhall ate ; 
No Greek (hall know thy cruelty, 

And tell it ro Poſterity. 

Go, and unpeople all thoſe mighty Lands, 
Deſtroy with unrelenting hands z 

ei Go, and the Spaniards Sword prevent z 

« Go, make the Spazxiard innocent 3 

Go, and rootout all mankind there, 
\ That when the European Armies ſhall appear) 

Theif fin way be the leſs, 
| They may find all a wilderneſs, | 
' * And without bloud the gold and filyer there poſſeſs, 


XXVI, 
Nor is this all which we thee grant 3 
Rather than thou ſhould'k full imployment want, 
We do permit, in Greece it ſelt thy Kingdom plant. 
Ranſack Lycurgws (ireets throughout, 
They've no defence of Walls to keep thee our. 
On wanton and proud Corenth ſeize, 
Nor let her double waves thy flames appeaſes 
Ler Cyprus feel more fires than thoſe of Love : 
Let Delos which ar firſt did give the Sun 
See unknown Flames in her begun, 
Now let her wiſh ſhe might unconſtant prove, 
o. || And from her place might truly move : 
pt CG 3 Let 


L30] 
Let Lemos all thy anger feel, 
And think that a new Yulcas tell, 
And brought with him new Anvils,and new Hell. 
Nay, at © Athens too we give thee ups 
All char thou find'(t in Field, or Camp, or Shop, 
Make havock there without controul 
Of every ignorant and common ſoul. 
But then kind Plague thy Conqueſts ſtop z 
Ler Arcs, and Jet the Learned there eſcape, 
Upon'Mizerva's (e]f commit no rape; 
Touch not the ſacred throng, 
And let Apollo's Prieſts be ( like him ) young, 
Let him be healchſul roo, and (tronge - 
But ah ! too ravenous Plague, whil(t I 
Strive to keep off the miſery R 
The Learned too as faſt as others round me die ; 
They from corruption are not free, 
Are mortal though they give an immortality, 
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They turn'd their Authors o're, to try 
What help, what cure, what remedy | 
All Natures ſtores againſt this Plague ſupply, | 
And though beſides they (hunn'd itevery where, 
ney ſearch'd it in their books, and fain would meet it! 
there. | 
They urn 'dthe Records of the ancicnt times,þ 
Arg chiefly thoſe that were made famous by their} 
To find if men were puniſh'd ſo before(crimes; 
Buf found rot the diſeaſe nor curcs | 
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Nature alas 1 was now ſurpriz'd, 
And all her Forces ſeiz'd, 
Before ſhe was how to reſiſt advis'd : 
So when the Elephants did firſt affrighr 
The Romans with unuſual fight, 
They many battels loſe, 
Before they knew their foes, 
Before they underſtood ſuch dreadtul troops r'oppoſe. 
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Now ev'ry different Set agrees 
Againſt their common adverſary the diſeaſe, 
And all their little wranglings ceaſe ; 
The Pythagoreans from their preceprs ſwerve, 
No more their ſilence they obſerve, 
Our of their Schools they run, 
Lament, and cry, and groan 3 
They now defir'd their Merempſychoſis ; 
Not only dodiſpute, but wiſh 
That they might turn to Beaſts, or Fowls, or Filh, 
It the Platoxicks had been here, | 
They would have curs'd their Maſters year, 
When all things ſhall be as they were, 
When they again the ſame diſeaſe ſhould bear : 
And all the Philoſophers would now, 
Wi hat the great Stag rite ſhall do, 
Tacmſelves into the waters headlong throw. 
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The Stoick felt the deadly ſtroke, 
Atfirſt aflault cheir courage was not broke, 
Thcy call'd to all che Cobweb aid, 
Of Rules and Precepts which in ſtore they had ; 
Titey bid their hearts ſtand out, 
Bid them be calm and tout; 
But all the ſtrength of Precepts will not do'r. 
They cann*t the ſtorms of paſſions now aflwage, 
As common men, are angry, grieve, and rage, 
The Gods are call'd upon in vain, 
The Gods gave no releaſe unto their pain, 
The Gods tofear even for themſelves began. 
For now the ſick unto the Temples came, 
And brought more than an holy flame, 
There at the Altars niade their Prayer, 
They facrific'd and died there, 
A facrifice not (cen before s 
That Heaven, only us'd unto the gore 
Of Lambs or Bulls, ſhould now 
Loaded with Priefts ſee its own Altars too. 


XXX. 


The Woods ave fun'rabPiles no more, 
The dead the very fire devour, 

And that almighty Conquerour over-power, 
The noble and the common duſt 
Into each others Graves are thruſt, 


Na 
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No place is ſacred, and no Tomb, 

'Tis now a priviledge to conſume z 

Their aſhes no diſtinion had ; 
Tooetruly all by death are equal made, 

The Ghoſts of thoſe great Heroes that had fled 

From Athexs long (ince baniſhed, 

Now o're the City hovered 

Their anger yielded to their love, 

They left th* immortal joys above, 

So much their Athexs danger did them move, 

They came to pity and to aid, 

Bur now, alas ! were quite diſmay'd, 
When they beheld the Marbles open lay'd, 
And poor mens bones the noble Urns invade : 

Back to the blefled ſeats they went, 

And now did thank their baniſhment, 


By whicn they were to dic in forein Countries ſents 
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But what, Great Gods ! was worſt of all, 
Hell forth its Magazines of Luſts did call, 
Nor would it be content 


With the thick troops of ſouls were thither ſent ; 


Into the upper worldir went. 

Such guilt, ſuch wickedneſs, 

ouch 1rreligion did increaſe, 

That the few good who did ſurvive, 


| Were angry with the Plague for ſuffering them to live, 


More for the Living than the Dead did orieve. 
ume 
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Some rob'd the very dead, 
" Though ſure to be infefted ere they fled, 
Though in the very Air ſure to be puniſhed, 
Some nor the Shrines nor Temples ſpar'd, 
Nor Gods, nor Heavens fear'd. 
[Though ſuch examples of their power appear'd, 
Vertue was now eſteeni'd an empty name, 
And honeſty the foolith voice of fame ; 
For having paſs'd thoſe tort'ring flames before, 
They thought the puniſhment already o're, \ 
Thought Heaven no worle torments had in 
ſtore ; 
Here having felt one Hell, they thought there was no 
morce 
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